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with very stout, short, recurved spines; rhachis pale; sheath
armed with very stout, scattered, long and short spines. Female
spadix stout, erect; spathes sparingly armed with stout claws,
narrowly tubular, truncate. Fruiting branches 6-10 inches long,
very stout, spikes recurved, calyx pedicelled, cupular, with
spreading lobes. Fruit globose, £~f- inch in diameter, very
shortly beaked, black, shining; scales subacute, with fimbriate
margins, not channelled.
habitat.—Nilghiri Hills, 5-6,000 feet high: Sisparah, Nadu-
vatam.
38. Calamus gamble! Bec<-. in Hook. f. Fi. Brit. Ind. VI, 493; Rec.
Bot. Surv. Ind. II, 207; Ann. Roy. Hot. Gard. Calc. XI, 96, 316.
description.— Probably scandent and of moderate size.
Leaves largo. Leaflets ^ foot apart, ensiform, 2 feet long, 1-11
inch broad, with three costa* on both surfaces more or less
bristly-spinulous, margins remotely ciliate-spinulous. Female
spadix with somewhat arched partial inflorescences ji-1 foot long.
Spikelets arched, sub-scorpioid. Female flowers pointing upwards,
ovate, -£ inch long. Fruit globose-obpyriform or turbiiiate-
globose, tapering towards the base, up to 1 inch long, ? inch
broad. Scales usually in 21 series, pale yellow, shining, strongly
gibbous, distinctly channelled. Seed globose, ovoid.
habitat.—Nilghiris, in the Makurti forest at about 5,000 ft.
Calamus gamble! Becc. var. spluerocarpus Bec<r. i. c.
description.—Fruit spherical, not tapering to the base, ^- inch
in diameter.    Seed almost spherical.
habitat.—Nilghiris.
:*9. Calamus gracilis Roxb. (non Blanco neque Thw.) Fl. Ind. Ill, 781
(«*?/. Syn. Hort, Mai. XII, t. 64); Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 338; Kunth
Enuni. Ill, 209; Griff, in Calc. Journ. Nat. Hist. V, 54; Palms Brit. Ind.
64, t. 196; Walp, Ann. Ill, 488, V, 831; Kurz in Journ. As. Soc. Beng.
XLIII, II, 212, t. 31 C; For. FL II, 520; Hook. f. Fl. Brit. Ind. VI, 453;
Brandis Ind. Trees 653; Becc. in Rec. Bot. Surv. Ind. II, 208; Ann. Roy.
Bot. Gard* Calc. XI, 96. 318.
name.—Hapuri Bet (Beng.); Oahing Bet (Assam).
beschiptiok.—Slender, climbing to a great extent; naked
stem not thicker than a quill; all the younger parts included
towards their extremrfoea in the armed sheaths of the leaves,
and tften being about as thick as a man's little finger. Leaves

